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30 Broad Street – 30th Floor
 New York, NY 10004
212-361-6350
politics@nylcv.org

www.nylcv.org 
2017 Environmental Candidate Questionnaire 

for Westchester Candidates

Thank you for taking the time to fill out the New York League of Conservation Voters Questionnaire.
The New York League of Conservation Voters is the only non-partisan statewide environmental organization in New York that fights for clean water, clean air, renewable energy and open space through political action. This questionnaire is designed to elicit your views regarding what environmental, public health, clean energy and transit and environmental justice groups consider to be the most important issues of the day. Responses may inform NYLCV’s educational and legislative programs and actions NYLCV takes in the election cycle. 
Responses should be considered public. Although NYLCV may choose not to publicize responses to every question, verbatim responses may be reproduced and distributed publicly. If so, your responses may be shortened, if necessary, but will not be edited in substantive ways. If you choose to refer us to a position paper or website, please indicate exactly what text you would like us to cite. For candidates choosing not to respond to the questionnaire, NYLCV will note as much in its public materials.
NYLCV and its partners in the environmental policy arena believe that New York’s voters are determined to make the environment a voting issue this year. Candidate positions on issues such as protecting public health, building a clean energy future, and mitigating climate change will help voters decide how to cast their ballots this election cycle. This questionnaire is one of the primary ways the public will get this information.
After receipt of your completed questionnaire, you will be invited to participate in a formal interview with our Chapter Board. The interview will provide you with an opportunity to present your credentials, elaborate on your questionnaire responses, and respond to questions. Here are a few more guidelines:
· Questionnaires are due Friday, June 2
· The completed questionnaire is mandatory for endorsement consideration and must be submitted via e-mail as a Microsoft Word file to: politics@nylcv.org
· To ensure your responses address the issues NYLCV and its partners are most concerned about, please review NYLCV’s 2016-17 Westchester Policy Agenda 
· Questions or extension requests may be directed to Joshua Klainberg (jklainberg@nylcv.org)
Campaign Contact Information

Candidate Name: MaryJane Shimsky

Office Sought (district if applicable): County Legislator, 12th District

E-mail: mjshimsky@verizon.net

Mailing Address: 35 Ashley Road, Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706

Phone: 914-478-7192

Website: MaryJaneShimsky.com (obsolete)

Facebook Page: MaryJane Shimsky (I very rarely use the “Friends of” page)

Twitter handle: N/A

Campaign Manager’s name and email: N/A

Press Secretary’s name and email: N/A

Scheduler’s name and email: N/A
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Please share your accomplishments or experiences that indicate your commitment to advancing a pro-environment agenda. These experiences may be professional or personal.

	I’ve cared deeply about the environment since childhood, and have always considered the environment when making decisions about voting, major purchases, etc. My start in local politics in Westchester centered around open space preservation and overdevelopment issues. Since elected to the Board of Legislators in February 2011, I have worked to call attention to the need for better stormwater management strategies and funding; alternative energy and energy conservation; electric vehicles and charging stations; keeping environmental contaminants like fracking byproducts and discarded pharmaceuticals out of our soil and water; the problems with the Spectra pipeline and Indian Point; and reduced use of plastic bags and polystyrene. I have chaired the Saw Mill River Stormwater Advisory Board since July of 2011, and later instigated the development of the Bronx River Advisory Board (serving as co-chair for the last several years). I’ve also been a staunch advocate for preserving County nature centers against the budget ax, and helped obtain County funding for the Greenburgh Nature Center. In my work as Infrastructure Committee chair, I’ve focused on the need for resuming the use of energy conservation metrics when evaluating capital projects, facilitated conversations between citizen testers and the Department of Envoironmental Facilities concerning water contamination in the Hudson and Saw Mill Rivers, successfully advocated for LEED Silver certification for the biotech facilities at the North 60 development site, worked with residents of Ludlow Park in Yonkers to make sure that DEF is attending to odor remediation around the Yonkers Wastewater Recovery Facility, advocated for comprehensive LED street light replacement, and placed requests for tree replacement bonds in capital budgets. I’ve also participated in LCV-sponsored meetings and conference calls designed to foster electric vehicles in Westchester County. I supported the creation of the position of County Energy Director, and reach out to him periodically to see how he is progressing. I am currently working to pass legislation requiring chain pharmacies to develop and file with the County plans for taking back unused pharmaceuticals. I keep in regular contact with and attend events of local environmental groups and facilities like the GNC, Groundwork Hudson Valley, the Science Barge, the Sierra Club, and FCWC.       




ISSUES
Please indicate your level of commitment to, and if applicable your recent personal and professional activity with respect to, the following issues:
(To ensure your responses address the issues NYLCV and its partners are most concerned about, please review NYLCV’s 2016-17 Westchester Policy Agenda)

1. Sustainable Development: Advancing modernized zoning to encourage mixed land use and compact development 
	Preferably near mass transit... This is critical for keeping young adults and empty nesters in our communities.




2. Invasive Species:  Educating the public on this problem and implementing better management practices
	Controlling invasive species is absolutely critical for tree preservation. What I would really like to see -- people often think I’m crazy when I suggest it, but the idea is beginning to get traction -- are permits for goat farmers to use movable pens to graze their herds along the parkways. The goats love eating the vines, our trees are saved, and we end up with ... cheese! Sounds like a win-win to me. 




3. Cleaner Air: Speeding up conversions and retrofits of home heating oil No. 6 and No. 4 to more efficient heating systems
	The BOL passed the law banning 4 and 6 oils, I believe in 2015. I would really like to see groups other than ConEd (who have been retrofitting for natural gas) have expanded opportunities for more environmentally friendly alternatives.




4. Expanding Electric Vehicle (EV) Infrastructure: Facilitating the development of a larger network of charging stations that will encourage more municipalities, businesses and individuals to switch to EVs in the coming years 
	As noted above, I have been participating the the LCV working group. We are hoping to get charging station legislation passed at the BOL this year.




5. Sustainable Public Access Management: Making significant impacts on energy use and the environment simply by deciding to spend money and deploy resources wisely
	Makes perfect sense. Energy conservation is very important, because the easiest power to “produce” is the power you don’t need in the first place. And Transit Oriented Development is also critical to our future environmental sustainability.




6. Transportation: Maximizing environmentally friendly mobility options in and around residential and commercial centers
	The BOL passed complete streets legislation a few years ago. When applicable, I ask DPW about plans for pedestrians and bicycles on those very rare occasions the Infrastructure Committee has been referred road repair bonds to consider; and discuss the advisability of footpaths where applicable.


7. Sustainable & Transit-Oriented Development: Creating livable and sustainable communities that permit increased density and diversity in our downtowns and neighborhoods 
	These issues tend to be a larger part of municipal portfolios, but we do ask about the location and provision of mass transit when analyzing affordable housing developments, leases for County property (the North 60, for example) and where otherwise applicable.




8. Open Space Preservation: Planning strategies such as clustering, creating pocket parks in developed areas, and encouraging biotic corridors in less densely populated areas
	Again, we don’t really do site plans, etc. We have tried to act as bulwarks against the decimation of the County Planning Department, (one of whose functions is supposed to be assistance to municipal governments) with measurable but limited success. All I can say is, than goodness for the State parkland alienation law.




9. Natural Resource Protection: Comprehensively managing and protecting regional natural resources (i.e., air, water and land)
	See general comments above. Also, the Infrastructure Committee shares responsibility for the East of Hudson funds, to help our watershed comply with MS4 regulations. We work with environmental advocacy groups when new threats are identified (the fracking byproduct legislation referred to above is a classic example).




10. Energy: Achieving energy efficiency in residential and commercial settings, in existing and new buildings, and with cutting-edge technology and the smarter use of older technology
	See general comments above. I do not understand how the some of the supposed fiscal conservatives in County government can drag their feet on energy conservation -- this is probably the single biggest frustration I have felt in my time on the BOL, because it makes no sense.




11. Farms and Local Food: Managing development and providing access to healthy, fresh foods
	Agricultural district expansion has been a priority at the BOL, and I certainly share the values underlying this policy.
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